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A message from David Plotkin, the author of the original English version of
“Data Stewardship: An actionable guide to effective data management and
data governance”.

It is always an honor for an author when a foreign practitioner of the subject matter
reaches out and offers to translate the book into their native language. A translation
is very hard work, but it opens the material up to a whole new audience who can
benefit from it. For me — and most of my fellow authors — we write these books not
for the money, but to share our knowledge with fellow practitioners and to help the
community as a whole.

Thus, I was flattered when Amir approached me with his proposal to translate the
book into Persian, an audience of people that I had never hoped to reach. I agreed
immediately and thus began the collaboration to produce this book.

I fully support and endorse the result. It is the product of many discussions,
questions asked and questions answered, and summaries of the material. Most of
all, it is the product of the dedication by the translators to produce a work that
correctly represented the original material as well as expanded the material for
developments that have occurred since it was published in 2020. It is, in my
opinion, the best version of the book that has been published to date.

In Amir and his team, I have found a group of dedicated professionals with
technical skills far beyond mine, and that may lead to other collaborations and
building toolsets that I think we need — but don’t have the ability to produce on my
own. This, too, is an exciting development. As a group, we can extend the state of
the art in supporting data stewardship and data governance.

Finding a dedicated team and a willing publisher is difficult even in normal times.
But these are not normal times. Our two countries are not on friendly terms, and
the “regional situation” (to quote Amir) makes everything more difficult. But, as
professionals, scientists, engineers, and data practitioners, we have done our best to
move beyond those issues and produce this book.

Enjoy and learn!

David Plotkin
February 2026
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